City of Greenwood – City Council Meeting
Greenwood City Council Chambers

20225 Cottagewood Road   Deephaven, MN 55331

952-474-6633

September 2, 2008

APPROVED MINUTES
1.  Call to Order/Roll Call

Mayor Newman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.


Council present:  Sagal, Hill, Newman and Quam


Council absent:  none


Staff present:  Attorney Kelly and Clerk Whipple

2.  Approve Council Agenda

Motion by Councilmember Quam to approve the agenda except for item 2A.

Second by Councilmember Hill.  Motion carried 4-0


2.  A.  Minutes of August 6, 2008


Regarding agenda item 7 B, resolution #13-08 dealt with impervious surface, not


side yard set-back.  Also, Mayor Newman noted in the August meeting that the 
statement that ‘ he didn’t see that a hardship has been established’ be stricken and 
replaced with ‘claim of hardship to design is irrelevant’.


Motion by Councilmember Hill to approve minutes as amended.  Second by 
Councilmember Sagal.  Motion carried  4-0
3.  Approve Agenda

Mayor Newman asked to add items 7G, needs analysis and 8C, solid waste collection.

Motion by Councilmember Hill to approve agenda as amended.  Second by 
Councilmember Sagal.  Motion carried 4-0

4.  Matters from the Floor

Rob Roy 21270 Excelsior Blvd. asked the Council why they did not follow up


on getting involved with the study for milfoil treatment in Lake Minnetonka bays.


He suggested the Council become engaged to move this forward or appoint a citizens 
committee and raise money for milfoil treatment.  Councilmember Sagal stated he 
presented rough numbers in April or May to the Council and the Council chose not to 
spend the money.  Mr. Roy said he’d take on the milfoil project for St. Albans Bay 
himself.  Councilmember Quam thanked Mr. Roy for his passion on this project and 
encouraged him to move forward and offered the help of the City’s leadership.  Another 
resident, Doug Podolak, 20985 Channel Drive echoed Mr. Roy’s comments. 
5.  LMCD Report

Kelsey Page reported that there was no formal meeting of the Lake Minnetonka 
Conservation District (LMCD) in August.  They did meet on August 26 with commercial 
marina owners at the Tonka Bay Marina clubhouse.  The marina owners suggested that 
the ordinance for residential dockage be changed.  They are concerned that lakeshore 
owners can rent out one dock spot and it’s affecting the marina revenues.  They also 
suggested that the enforcement of this ordinance be the responsibility of the City.

Mr. Page went on to say that this is the first year of five for the milfoil test and feels 
more of the LMCD’s reserve fund should be spent on the chemical treatment.

6.  Planning Commission

A.  Report:  Mark Spiers reported on the Metropolitan Council’s variance request for an 
8’ high fence 
to obscure their new generator.  The St. Albans Bay Boathouse sign 
request was deferred 
to the September 17 Planning Commission meeting.  The Planning 
commission reviewed the tree ordinance regarding tree preservation, specifically 
about the requirement for the need for a conditional use permit to remove a tree within 
the required lake-yard set backs.  They will review Woodland’s ordinance at the 
September meeting.

Mayor Newman feels a $300 conditional use application fee is a deterrent for residents 
to follow the tree ordinance.   How can this ordinance be enforced?  

B.  Variance Request by Metropolitan Council


Karen Mossberg and Scott Dentz from the Met Council were on hand to answer any 
questions the Council had on the site for the new generator and fence.


Councilmember Sagal moved to approve the variance request by the Metropolitan 
Council for generator and fence placement at 5290 Manor Road.  Second by 
Councilmember Quam  Motion carried 4-0


C.  Second reading of massing ordinance #159


There had been some discussion of changing the grading and structure/building height


but the Planning Commission chose to keep the language as it exists.  The Council also


agreed that these issues can be revisited later but wanted to get this ordinance approved.


Attorney Kelly reviewed the changes made to this ordinance during the first reading.


The Council thanked the Planning Commission for their dedication to creating and 
improving this ordinance


Motion by Councilmember Hill to approve ordinance #150 as submitted by the Planning 
Commission.  Second by Councilmember Quam.  Motion carried 4-0
7.  Old Business

A.  Lift Station funding approval


Mayor Newman reviewed the history of the Lift Station near the St. Albans townhomes.


There had been delays with the City taking possession of it due to safety issues raised 
by Deephaven public works employees.  There was another problem with a large influx

of cooking grease with necessitated the installation of a mixer at a cost of $5852.18.

A burm with plants and trees which had been installed to hide the lift station suddenly


disappeared.  The Mayor proposed to three parties that they each pay $150 to install new 
plants and a fence to screen the lift station.  That work has been completed and two of 
the three parties have paid their share.   There is $150 to be reimbursed to the City.

Motion by Councilmember Hill to pay the $150 out of the general fund.  Second by 
Councilmember Quam.  Motion carried 4-0.


B.  Dog Tags


The cost for the City to purchase 2009-2010 dog tags is roughly $150.  Clerk Whipple 
asked if the City planned to continue issuing dog tags.  Councilmember Sagal stated the

animal control ordinance with the SLMPD has not been finalized.  Each City is still


issuing dog tags to their residents.  


Motion by Councilmember Hill to table this discussion until after we get input from the 
SLMPD and in the interim, discontinue the procurement process until further notice.


Second by Councilmember Quam.  Motion passed 3-1 with Sagal voting Nay


C.  Greenwood’s Preliminary Budget


Clerk Whipple stated that Deephaven pays their LMCD dues out of the Marina fund 
and suggested Greenwood do the same in an effort to reduce expenses in the general 
fund.  Motion by Councilmember Hill to take the LMCD costs out of the Marina fund.

Second by Councilmember Quam.  Councilmember Sagal would rather wait until


2010 to make this change and see how the rest of the 2009 budget comes out.


Councilmember Hill withdrew his motion and Quam his second.  No action was taken.


Recess at 9:00 to refigure budget numbers.  Reconvene at 9:10

There was additional review and discussion on the proposed 2009 budget.

Councilmember Sagal moved to table further discussion of 7C until 7G is completed

then revisit 7C.  Second by Councilmember Quam  Motion carried 4-0


D.  Tree Ordinance


Councilmember Hill moved to remove the tree ordinance discussion from the table.


Second by Councilmember Sagal  Motion carried 4-0


The Planning Commission will continue reviewing the ordinance.


E.  Weseman Bond Release Request


Ron Weseman had paid the City a $2,500 performance bond and there was proof of the 
receipt.  The City Attorney wants to review documents before the City moves forward.


Motion by Councilmember Sagal to table this issue to the October Council meeting.


Second by Councilmember Hill.  Motion carried 4-0


F.  Recycle Fee Increase


Currently City residents are paying $9.70 per quarter.  When the recycling contract with 
Waste Management expired, the City received bids and chose Vintage Waste as the new

recycle hauler.  Rates will have to be raised to cover the higher City expense.


Councilmember Sagal moved to increase quarterly recycle rates to $11.50 per quarter.

Second by Councilmember Hill  Motion carried 4-0


G.  Needs Analysis Survey Discussion


There was discussion about the Clerk attending joint powers committee meetings and 
having Councilmembers take care of routine calls pertaining to their Council 
assignments.  Clerk Whipple described the difficulty of getting her work done in a


40 hour week.  There is more work than one person can handle.  Mayor Newman has 
spoken with Deephaven’s City Administrator Dana Young, regarding the possibility


of Deephaven employees handling walk-ins.  The Clerk went on to say how many 
interruptions she has due not having the privacy of a closed office.  The report indicates 
the current Clerk/Administrator salary is justifiable, but needs additional back-up or 
support.  

Councilmember Sagal is concerned the Clerk’s current wage was set without full 
Council approval.  Mayor Newman said in fall of ’07 the salary was reviewed as per

a performance evaluation completed by former Councilmember Saunders.  Attorney 
Kelly said that the Clerk has relied on the negotiations between the City and its agent, 
Councilmember Saunders, and the City is bound by the reliance of the employee on 
those arrangements.  If the Council decided to adjust the Clerk’s salary downward, that 
would justify the Clerk quitting her employment and would entitle her to 
unemployment compensation because it would have been a voluntary act by her 
employer.  


Mayor Newman said the Clerk’s proposed salary would be $68,356 and have been using 
Deephaven’s City Clerk wage scale as a guide.  

Council recessed at 10:55 until 11:00


There was no further discussion on the needs analysis survey.

Councilmember Quam moved to take the budget discussion, 7C, from the table.


Second by Councilmember Hill  Motion carried 4-0


7C  The Council reviewed all the changes they had made to the budget tonight.

The Council recessed at 11:10 until 11:15 to refigure the new budget amounts.


The preliminary budget figure for 2009 is $789,735, a .12% increase over 2008.

The proposed tax levy is $690,957, a 7.68% increase over 2008.


Councilmember Hill moved to approve resolution #14-08 for the 2009 City of 
Greenwood levy at $690,957.  Second by Councilmember Quam.


Motion passed 3-1 with Sagal voting nay.


Motion by Councilmember Hill to approve the 2009 Greenwood City Budget in

the amount of $789,735.  Second by Councilmember Quam.


Motion passed 3-1 with Sagal voting nay.

8.  New Business

A.  Three Rivers Park District winter use permit.


Motion by Councilmember Hill to approve the request from the Three Rivers Park 
district for the 2008-2009 winter trail activities permit.  Second by Councilmember 
Quam.  Motion carried 4-0

B.  Set Initial Truth in Taxation Hearing


Motion by Councilmember Sagal to have the initial Truth in Taxation meeting on

Tuesday, December 2 at 6:00 p.m. and the continuation meeting on Monday, 
December 8, 2008, at 5:30 p.m.   Second by Councilmember Quam.

Motion carried 4-0


C.  Solid Waste Collection


Attorney Kelly is beginning to gather information on how to proceed with single 
contract solid waste collection.


Motion by Councilmember Sagal to hold a Public Hearing to set organized refuse

Collection as per Minnesota statute 115A.94, at the October Council meeting.

9.  Reports

A.  Mayor:  A final proposal for the Senior Center is being reviewed and may have


an agreement soon.  The South Lake Minnetonka Police Department is not providing


assistance for the Republican National Convention, but rather serving as back-up for


the communities that do.


B.  Attorney:  nothing


C.  Clerk:  Do not flush Swiffers down the toilet, they have caused costly jammed pumps 
in the lift stations.  City Council filing is open until 5:00 on September 9.  City Hall is 
open for absentee voting on Saturday, September 6.  There will be an ICA food drive at


the Primary, and the Primary election is open for voting from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 at the Old 
Log Theater on Tuesday, September 9, 2008.

D.  Sagel:  Councilmember Sagal noted the LMCC has a $3,000 increase to the budget 
over last year.


E.  Hill:  There was no Excelsior Fire District Board meeting in August.  The Chief’s 


Annual review is being completed.


F.  Quam:  The repair of the manholes is complete and the Weeks road black topping is 
done.  A short section of road on Covington & Meadville was repaired.  The warranty


Work on Minnetonka Blvd is done as is the road work on Kings Court, Queens Circle 
and Pineview Court.

10.  Adjourn

Motion by Councilmember Hill to adjourn at 11:43.  Second by Councilmember Sagal.


Motion carried 4-0

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Whipple

City Clerk/Administrator
