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AGENDA 
Greenwood City Council  
Special Meeting 
 

3 p.m., Wednesday, May 30, 2018 
20225 Cottagewood Road, Deephaven, MN 55331 

 

 
 
In accordance with open meeting laws, members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting.  
 

 
3:00 PM 1. CALL TO ORDER  |  ROLL CALL  |  APPROVE MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

3:00 PM 2.   CONSIDER: Vacation and Rededication of Drainage Easement at 4900 Meadville Street  
 
 

3:30 PM 3. ADJOURNMENT  
 



  www.greenwoodmn.com

	

 Special Meeting 

Agenda Date: 05-30-18 

Prepared by Dale Cooney 
 

 

Agenda Item: Consider Vacation and Rededication of Drainage Easement at 4900 Meadville Street 
 
Summary:	Applicants are in the process of selling their property and during the title search they discovered that there is 
an existing public drainage easement on the property. They would like to vacate the easement in advance of the sale of 
the property. The location of the easement is problematic since it runs through the footprint of the existing house.  
 

The easement was created in 1977, and is legally described as “Public drainage easement over and across the westerly 
10 feet of Lot 1, Meadeville Park, Hennepin County, Minnesota.” Subsequently, Lot 1 was combined with other properties 
into current configuration at 4900 Meadville and the easement now runs through the middle of the larger property. (See 
attached images.) The existing house on the property was built in 1998 and the easement begins at approximately the 
western edge of the carriage driveway, through the house, and to the lake. 
 
Public Process: Vacation of a public easement, even if entirely contained within a private property, is the same for the 
vacation of public streets or other public grounds. There are two methods for commencing a vacation: (1) Council on its 
own motion may start the vacation process. However, a resolution for a vacation in this case must be passed by a four-
fifths vote the council. (2) A majority of the owners of land abutting the area to be vacated may also initiate a vacation by 
petition. In this case, the property owner has petitioned the city and the easement is entirely contained within the property 
and adjacent only to public right of way and public waters. 
 

The city must conduct a public hearing to solicit public input on a proposed vacation prior to granting a vacation. Notice of 
the hearing must be published in the city’s legal newspaper mailed to each property owner affected by the proposed 
vacation. Minnesota statutes establish that the city council may vacate public grounds only upon a finding that the 
vacation is “in the interest of the public.” Vacations must be approved by city council resolution. Petitions for vacation are 
not subject to the 60-day rule. 
 

The notice for the public hearing was published in the city's official newspapers and was mailed to neighboring properties.  
 
At the 05-02-18 meeting, the council decided to continue the decision regarding vacating the drainage easement and 
directed the city engineer and city attorney to draft an agreement to relocate the drainage easement along the western 
border of the property for consideration at a special meeting. Attached is a resolution for the city council's consideration. 
Also attached are related documents. 
 
Key Dates: 
Vacation Petition Received:   April 16, 2018 
Notice of Public Hearing Published:  April 18 and 25, 2018 
City Council Public Hearing:   May 2, 2018 
City Council Special Meeting:   May 30, 2018 
 
Council Action: Council action is required. Below are suggested motions.  
 

1. I move the city council adopts resolution 11-18 approving the vacation of the public drainage easement over and 
across the westerly 10 feet of Lot 1, Meadville Park, Hennepin County, Minnesota.  
 

2. I move the city council denies the request to vacate the public drainage easement over and across the westerly 
10 feet of Lot 1, Meadville Park, Hennepin County, Minnesota for the following reason(s): ________________. 
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Dale Cooney

From: Nancy Warner <nwarner@walser.com>

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 11:48 AM

To: dalec@mediacombb.net

Cc: Nancy Lenzen; bob@youngwalser.net; Nancy

Subject: Easement vacation

Good morning, 

 

I’m writing to request that the easement be vacated on the property at 4900 Meadville. Bob Walser and I are the 

owners of the property and will cover the costs associated with vacating the easement. 

 

Thank you, 

Nancy Warner 

 

Nancy Warner 

Foundation Director 

Walser Foundation 

7700 France. Ave. South, Suite 410N 

Edina, MN  55435 

 

Office:  952-345-4058 

Cell:  612-599-7151 

Fax:  952-238-1271 

nwarner@walser.com|www.walser.com 

       

 

 

 

 
Walser Automotive Group Confidentiality Notice: 
 
This message is being sent by the Walser Automotive Group. It is intended exclusively for the individuals and entities to which it is addressed. This 
communication, including any attachments, may contain information that is proprietary, privileged, confidential, including information that is protected under the 
HIPAA privacy rules, or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure. If you are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy or 
disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by email and delete all copies of this 
message. This message is protected by applicable legal privileges and is confidential. 
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City of Greenwood, Minnesota  
Resolution 11-18 
 
A RESOLUTION GRANTING PETITION TO VACATE A PUBLIC DRAINAGE EASEMENT  
OVER AND ACROSS LOT 1, MEADVILLE PARK, HENNEPIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA  
  
WHEREAS, the City of Greenwood has received a petition from Nancy Warner, Manager of NWW INVESTMENTS, LLC., 
on behalf of NWW INVESTMENTS, LLC., 2305 Oliver Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55405, a Minnesota limited liability 
company, owner of real property commonly known as 4900 Meadville Street, Greenwood, Minnesota, legally described on 
attached Exhibit “A”, on the 16th day of April, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the petition requested that the City Council pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 412.211 vacate and release all 
right title and interest in and to that certain public drainage easement over and across real property legally described as 
Lot 1, Meadeville Park, Hennepin County, Minnesota created by that certain quit claim deed issued by Robert John 
Walser in favor of the CITY OF GREENWOOD, a municipal corporation, dated June 24, 1977 and filed of record in the 
office of the Hennepin County Recorder as document number 4300278, being a portion of the real property described in 
Exhibit “A”, (hereinafter the “Subject Property”); and as; and 

WHEREAS, said public drainage easement is not a public street; and 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk reviewed and examined the petition and determined that the signatures on said petition 
constituted the authorized representatives of the owner of record of the land in question; and  

WHEREAS, a public hearing to consider the vacation of said public drainage easement was held on the 2nd day of May. 
2018 at 7:00pm, before the City Council in the Deephaven City Hall at 20225 Cottagewood Road, Deephaven, Minnesota, 
after due published notice had been given, as well a personal mailed notice to all affected property owners by the City 
Zoning Administrator on the 17th day of April, 2018, including the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and all 
interested and affected persons were given an opportunity to voice their concerns and be heard; and 

WHEREAS, given that the drainage easement in the petition terminates at public waters, notice of said petition was 
provided to the commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources,; and 

WHEREAS, the Council in its discretion has determined that the vacation will benefit the public interest because: 

• The public drainage easement under petition for vacation bisects an existing house located upon the subject 
property thereby negating the effectiveness of the original 1977 easement dedication; and 

• The drainage needs of the subject property and of the neighboring community and the city of Greenwood, can be 
met if upon vacation of the 1977easement, a new drainage and utility easement is dedicated over and across the 
the westerly 20.00 feet of Lot 3, Meadeville Park, Hennepin County, Minnesota as legally described on attached 
Exhibit “B’; and 

WHEREAS, the petitioner, in exchange for approval of the instant petition for vacation, will grant to the city of Greenwood 
a drainage and utility easement, in the form attached hereto as Exhibit ‘C’, over and across the real property described in 
attached Exhibit “B”; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Greenwood, Hennepin County, Minnesota: 

1. That certain Public drainage easement in favor of the CITY OF GREENWOOD, MINNESOTA 
over and across the westerly 10 feet of Lot 1, Meadeville Park, Hennepin County, 
Minnesota, legally described in that certain quit claim deed dated June 24, 1977,and filed 
of record in the office of the Hennepin County Recorder as document number 4300278, is 
hereby VACATED, upon the following conditions: 

A. Submission to the City Clerk by NWW INVESTMENTS, LLC., 2305 Oliver Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55405, a Minnesota limited liability company, owner of the Subject 
Property, of a signed and recordable drainage and utility agreement in favor of the city, 
over and across the real property described in attached Exhibit “B”, in the form attached 
hereto as Exhibit “C”. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the full performance by petitioner, NWW INVESTMENTS, LLC., 2305 Oliver 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55405, of above condition 1A, the Mayor, City Clerk, and Zoning Administrator are 
hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to effectuate the intent of this resolution, including but not limited to, 
execution of a quit claim deed releasing the public drainage easement described in Hennepin County Recorder document 
number 4300278 Exhibit “A”, and the causing  a notice of completion of proceedings to be prepared, entered in the 
transfer record of the Hennepin County Auditor, and filed with the Hennepin County Recorder, in accordance with 
Minnesota Statutes.  

ADOPTED by the city council of Greenwood, Minnesota this __ day of _____________, 2018. 
 
____ AYES ____ NAYS  
 
CITY OF GREENWOOD 
 
By: _____________________________________ Attest: __________________________________ 
Debra J. Kind, Mayor        Dana H. Young, City Clerk 
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